
                                  WEST VIRGINIA BAR FOUNDATION




  BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

                       FLAHERTY SENSABAUGH BONASSO LAW OFFICE-CHARLESTON



               MARCH 19, 2015-12:00 NOON


       MINUTES


The meeting of the West Virginia Bar Foundation’s Board of Directors was called to order by President Steve White on March 19, 2015, at 12:00 Noon at the law office of Flaherty Sensabaugh Bonasso in Charleston.


 Board Members participating by telephone conference call were Vice President Ancil Ramey, Secretary/Treasurer Jodie Boylen, Richard Bolen, Tom Flaherty, Ken Gray, Harry Hatfield and Judge Alan Moats. Bar Foundation Executive Director Tom Tinder were also present. 


The first item on the Agenda was a review of the Minutes of the previous Board of Directors meeting which had been held on December 4, 2014. A motion was duly made, seconded and passed that the Minutes be approved.


President White called upon Secretary/Treasurer Boylen, to present the financial report.  She went through the revenues and expenses for the period of July 1, 2014-March 2, 2015 and reported that there were no variations of significance relating to the approved budget, as well as mentioning the amounts in the administrative bank account and the Justice Fund. A motion was duly made, seconded and passed to approve the Financial Report. 

President White discussed the Strategic Planning activities and asked Executive Director Tinder to review three upcoming events. The 17th Annual Bar Foundation Fellows Dinner will occur on April 23 at the Marriott Hotel in Charleston. There will be 21 excellent judges and lawyers who will be inducted at that time with more than 100 reservations having already been made. The 4th Annual Lawyer Leadership Institute has been set for May 15-17 at Stonewall Resort near Weston. A group of no more than 12 newer lawyers will participate at the weekend event that features presentations by outstanding judges and 
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lawyers. Seven persons are already registered to attend. The 5th Annual Lunch and Laughs with a Legal Legend will occur on September 11 at the Erickson Alumni Center in Morgantown and WVU President Gordon Gee has agreed to be the honoree.
The next item was a report on the Justice Fund. Since the fundraising campaign began at the end of 2014, more than $80,000 has been pledged or committed by Board members, legal entities and Bar Foundation Fellows.  The total amount in the Justice Fund is approximately $650,000 after the transfer of the funds in the original Investment Fund. Board members have about 30 law offices that have been assigned to them to contact.
Mr. Bolen made some comments in support of the Grants Committee recommendation to make a Bar Foundation grant, in the amount of $1,184, to Clay County High School students, who will be representing West Virginia in the national We, the People competition at the end of April in Washington, DC. This program relates to civic education and constitutional issues.

Executive Director Tinder reported that there are 21 members of the 2015 class of Bar Foundation Fellows. Judge David Janes and Michael Basile had declined the nomination and President Gordon Gee (Prior Commitment) and Mark Jenkinson (Illness) had accepted, but would be held over until the 2016 event. The 21 judges and lawyers to be inducted at the April 23 Dinner are:
   Professor Gerry Ashdown-Morgantown
   Patrick Casey-Wheeling
   Brian Cokeley-Charleston
   Charles Dunbar-Charleston
   Robert File-Beckley
   Kay Fuller-Martinsburg
   Chief Judge Gina Groh-Martinsburg
   Lee Hall-Huntington
   Henry Jernigan-Charleston
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                 Judge Mike Kelly-Charleston
                            Deborah Kilgore-Princeton
                            Judge James Mazzone-Wheeling
                            David McMunn-Clarksburg
                            Christy Morris-Charleston
                            Andy Nason-Charleston
                            Judge Dan O’Hanlon-Huntington
                            Louis Palmer-Charleston
                            Gerry Stowers-Charleston
                            Steve Thompson-Charleston
                            Tracey Weber, III-Weston
                            James Wright-Wheeling

            President White requested that Vice President Ramey give the report of the Nominating Committee, which was the following slate to serve as Board of Directors members for three year terms from June, 2015 to June, 2018:
                                                Richard Bolen-Huntington-Second three year term
                                                Jodie Boylen-Parkersburg-Second three year term
                                                Ken Gray-Morgantown-Second three year term
                                                Harry Shaffer, III-Madison-First three year term
                                                John Shott-Bluefield-Second three year term

             Bolen, Boylen, Gray and Shaffer have accepted, but there has been no response from Shott, who is involved in the WV legislative session.
             As Officers for the July, 2015-June, 2016 year----
                                                President-Ancil Ramey-Huntington
                                                Vice President-Jodie Boylen-Parkersburg
                                                Secretary/Treasurer-John Shott-Bluefield
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            Ramey and Boylen have agreed to serve, but there has been no response from Shott, who is involved in the WV legislative session.
             A motion was duly made, seconded and passed to approve the Nominating Committee appointments.
               The next item on the agenda was a report from the Executive Director. Mr. Tinder stated that he had nothing specific to mention.
               President White announced that the next meeting of the Board of Directors would be held at 12:00 Noon at the Flaherty Sensabaugh Bonasso law offices in Charleston on the following date:
                               Thursday, June 4, 2015

                  There being no further business to transact, the meeting was adjourned.
